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‘Inventor’ Must Be Human, Not Al—Federal Circuit Ruling Precludes Patent
Protection for Al Inventions
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In Thaler v. Vidal, the Federal Circuit held that the term “inventor” under the United States
Patent Act must be a human being. The August 2022 ruling is likely to be the first of many
decisions tasked with determining the role of Al within the larger universe of intellectual

property.
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