
‘Inventor’ Must Be Human, Not AI—Federal Circuit Ruling Precludes Patent

Protection for AI Inventions

2022-08-12 04:00

Reading Time :  1  min

Categories

Federal Circuit Patentability

© 2025 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. This document is

distributed for informational use only; it does not constitute legal advice and should not be used as such.

Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Akin is the practicing name of Akin Gump LLP, a New

York limited liability partnership authorized and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under

number 267321. A list of the partners is available for inspection at Eighth Floor, Ten Bishops Square,

London E1 6EG. For more information about Akin Gump LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and

By: David C. Vondle, Megan R. Mahoney

In Thaler v. Vidal, the Federal Circuit held that the term “inventor” under the United States

Patent Act must be a human being. The August 2022 ruling is likely to be the first of many

decisions tasked with determining the role of AI within the larger universe of intellectual

property.

Read more

1

https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/ip-newsflash?bc=1012655
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/ip-newsflash?bc=1012707
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/david-c-vondle
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/megan-r-mahoney
https://www.akingump.com/en/news-insights/federal-circuit-confirms-inventor-must-be-human-not-ai.html


other associated entities under which the Akin Gump network operates worldwide, please see our Legal

Notices page.

2


